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Teaching Tactics 
Describe a successful assignment, exercise, or teaching tactic 

that could be replicated by other instructors. 
 
 
 
Chunking 
 
Margaret Bahm 
 
 
The context: Covering long and/or difficult material with a classroom of 30 students can be a challenge. Students 
can easily become bored, have a difficult time understanding the reading, and/or run out of time for proper 
reflection of the material. 

The pedagogical purpose: The goal of this exercise is to cover a large and/or difficult text, give students the 
opportunity for critically thinking amongst peers, and them share their findings. 

Description of the strategy: There are four steps to “Chunking”. 1) Review Reading Strategies: Before handing 
out the material for the students to tackle, consider going over reading strategies with them. For example, reading 
out loud, highlighting key passages, and looking up unfamiliar words for further examination are important tools to 
have when covering difficult material. 2) Groups: Break the students up into groups by counting off, partnering with 
their neighbors, etc. Then assign each group a chunk of the material. 3) Paraphrasing and Analysis: Have the 
students paraphrase their chunks for longer texts, If the material is dense rather than long, have the students 
expand upon their chunks. Overall, the goal in this phase is to help students put the text into their own words. 4) 
Assess and Share: The last phase is having the students go around and share their findings. Make sure to fill in the 
blanks if a group is missing very important aspects of their chunk. 

Why it is effective: Material that is dense either in length or in meaning can be difficult to breakdown. “Chunking” 
allows students to take a much smaller portion and be able to reflect on it more fully. This teaching method is also 
great because it allows students to listen to their peer’s perspectives on their particular “chunk” and put together of 
their thoughts to see the bigger picture. 

Attachment (if appropriate):  

 

 
Source: https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/chunking  


