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Teaching Tactics 

Describe a successful exercise that 
could be replicated by other instructors. 

 
 
 

KAHOOT!  
 
Sean Cahill 
 
 
The context: Whether a test is coming in a day or two, a creative tool for pre-assessment is desired, an instructor 
wants to check in to see if students are grasping a certain topic, or a teacher would like to reward a class for having 
completed a particularly difficult assignment, Kahoot! is a great tool to use in the classroom.  

The pedagogical purpose: Pre-assessment is critical for understanding the knowledge students already possess 
so that an instructor will neither cover material already known nor begin in a place that is too advanced for the 
students in the class.  Additionally, Kahoot! can be used to track the progress of students because the answers 
provided are all stored within the quiz.  Saving the results of each quiz gives valuable assessment data for the 
instructor.  Kahoot! also requires a response from every student which allows students who are more tentative in 
the classroom to respond to questions and recieeve immediate feedback which aids in their own self-assessment.  
Not to mention, Kahoot! is a fun, engaging, activity for any student regardless of age or ability.  

Description of the strategy: The instructor logs on to the free website and can either use a quiz that has already 
been created or can create a quiz from scratch using multiple choice questions.  Teachers can upload images or 
videos to Kahoot! as well and incorporate them into the quizzes.  After the instructor finished the quiz, they bring it 
up and have students go to the Kahoot! website and log on to the specific game number.  After students choose the 
name they will use for the quiz (it can either be their real name or they can be creative and choose something else) 
and everyone is on the website the quiz can begin. This interactive tool utilizes a student’s interest in friendly 
competition to engage with the material before a more formal examination takes place. 

Why it is effective:  

1) The website is easy for students to use and it gives students an opportunity to be touching their electronic 
devices while learning minimizing distractions during the lesson 

2) The instructor can see where students stand on the material and can try out questions before using them 
on summative assessments 

3) The friendly competition that is fostered by Kahoot! is helpful in motivating students to participate who 
might otherwise be uninterested.  

4) It’s FUN! 

Attachment (if appropriate):  


