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Teaching Tactics 

Describe a successful assignment, exercise, or teaching tactic 
that could be replicated by other instructors. 

 
 
 
Rapid-Fire Writing 
 
Margaret Bahm 
 
 
The context: Students are synthesizing their own thoughts on different types of concepts. The purpose is to be 
able to make your thoughts known on the material in a clear concise way. 

The pedagogical purpose: The goal of this exercise is to help students learn how to pare down their thoughts and 
get to the crux of their thought. Often students try to capture too much information when evaluating. This technique 
does not allow them to do so. 

Description of the strategy: There are three steps to “Rapid-Fire Writing”: 

1) Present the Content: Have to students read/view/experience the content that you present.  

2) Write,Think, Read, Repeat: This step has many parts and is timed: 

• After reading the content one minute of quiet reflection. Absolutely no writing during this step. 
• Now spend three full minutes of them writing down their reflection. 
• Proceed with another minute of reflection but this time on what the students just wrote. Have them highlight 

three main ideas of what they have written. THEY ARE NOT ALLOWED TO WRITE. They can read, 
reread, and think but absolutely no writing. 

• Spend two more minutes writing. 
• They then have thirty seconds to circle a key word or phrase. 
• One more minute of writing. 

3) Reflect: After fully developing their thoughts on the content, place them in pairs to discuss it with a partner. 
Groups could work as well. 

Why it is effective: Because this activity is so fast, it does not allow the students to get bogged down by 
information. They have to make decisions quick about why they want to write and then think critically on if it is 
important enough to write down. The reflection at the end of the activity is key. After taking the time to synthesize 
their thoughts, they should have created a concise way of presenting their opinion. 

Attachment (if appropriate):  

 

 
Source: https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/rapid-fire-writing 

 


