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The context: High School Classroom in religious studies.   
The pedagogical purpose:   

1. To assess the effectiveness of in class activities along with student learning and acquisition 
of topics under discussion.   

2. Provide time and means for students to reflect on their learning experience.  
3. Help students to express questions they might have. Students need reflective time to build 

memory as well as asking the students to actually physically write out their key learning and 
questions builds memory and insight. 

Description of the strategy:  

Used as a closing activity at the end of a class or particular area of reflection or study.  Can also 
be used to develop other assessment tools such as homework assignments or actual tests and 
related. Step 1 provide each student with a standard index card. Instruct students to place their 
name on the card, then list 1 thought or key insight they took away from the topic and learning 
activity on top half of the card. On the bottom half of the card have the students list one question 
that remains in their mind about the topic. (5 minutes max.) Step 2 collect index cards from which 
teacher can proceed in several ways. Option A: Immediately mix the cards up or place in a small 
bin and have random students pick a card and read the question to the class.  See how the 
students respond to the question.  Assist students in formulating responses as needed.  (5-10 
minutes) Option B:  Take all (if you skip in class review) or remaining questions and develop a 
study guide for the students to reflect on the questions as homework, or in a think-pair-share type 
activity, or use the questions as a point of classroom reflection later. Could even develop 
questions into other type of assessments or learning activities.  Perhaps, teacher can provide 
bonus points or score as an assignment. 

Why it is effective:  

Provides a means to get the students thinking and reflecting.  Hopefully, an anonymous way 
students can express questions and insights.  Spark classroom discussion.    Helps teacher 
quickly and easily assess effectiveness of lesson plans and determine where students might need 
additional support. It is important to make sure students know you are reviewing and reflecting on 
their insights and questions so they take seriously. 


