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Teaching Tactics 

Describe a successful assignment, exercise, or teaching tactic 
that could be replicated by other instructors. 

 
 
 

TITLE: Scripture Skits  
 
Cindy Campbell 
 
The context: Students read Scripture continuously throughout the course of their Catholic education. Scripture is a 
written presentation of God’s interaction with the Jewish people; the life (teaching and miracles), death, resurrection 
and ascension of Christ; and the work of the disciples in the early Church.  As Shakespeare’s plays were written to 
be performed, these events all come alive in a re-enactment. Scripture-based skits are developed and presented by 
the students. 

The pedagogical purpose: For Scripture to literally come alive by and for the students.  By taking on the various 
roles, understanding becomes intimate.  It allows stepping into the actual time and life of the people involved, 
engaging the students’ imaginations, creativity, and cooperative learning.  The presentation in front of the class 
increases confidence and allows the audience to get a fresh perspective on the readings. 

Description of the strategy: Groups of four are created and the teacher gives each group a scripture passage. 
The instructor presents the attached instructions and rubric for the skit the students are to prepare and perform 
within the time frame.  They have 20 minutes to read, plan, write, prepare the props and costumes from items 
within the classroom, and rehearse their Scripture-based skit.  Preparing and performing the same day eliminates 
absence problems. Teacher observes students while working. 

Why it is effective: The students love it! It involves movement, working together, and performing in a way different 
from most classroom work.  The scripture story can be “owned” by the members of the group and the students 
watching. And there is usually laughter! 

***This can be adapted to re-enact Sacraments, or anything else you’re teaching** 

Attachment: Instructions and Rubric 
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 You will be divided into groups of four. You will have 20 minutes to prepare your skits, and you will perform 
today. Instructions for preparing your skits: 

1) Read your passage_____________________________ 
 

2) Write down all the characters and assign roles (include God or Jesus) 
 

a. ______________________  played by __________________ 
 

b. ______________________  played by___________________ 
 

c.  ______________________ played by___________________ 
 

d. ______________________  played by___________________ 
 
If you have more people than characters, be creative. You must incorporate everyone whether it be 
by being something other than a character (narrator? tree?) or adding another character that adds 
to but doesn’t conflict with the story 
 

3) Create props and scenery 
 

4) Adapt your story 
a. You may create a script 
b. You don’t have to say everything word for word 
c. Keep important details and the “big picture” 

 
5) Practice! 

 

Rubric for Grade on Skit 

Understanding of the Passage-4 pts 

Factual information is accurate 
Clear understanding of story/message/topic 
 
Presentation-4 pts 
 
Be entertaining for your audience 
Speak loudly and clearly, show confidence 
Use props/costumes 
Humor 
 
Cooperation-2pts 
 
Accept ideas of others, able to compromise 
All members contribute 
 

 

 

 

 


