
TRS 589: Teaching Theology 
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Teaching Tactics 

Describe a successful assignment, exercise, or teaching tactic 
that could be replicated by other instructors. 

 
 
 
STORY TIME 
 
Ramon DiMascio 
 
The context:  

High School Social Justice Class (bit applicable to any course). This activity can be used to introduce basic units or 
key themes based on Catholic Social Teaching and Bishops Framework or other topics in the Christian life. 

The pedagogical purpose:  

Low stress mindful reflection on theme at hand.  Drawing on seemingly simple children’s stories to draw out the 
deeper meaning of the theme. Children’s stories most often have multiple levels of interpretation and meaning.   

Description of the strategy:  

Using the following Dr Seuss stories one is able to introduce various themes of CST in a mindful and low stress 
way.  May use other Children’s stories, Aesop’s Fables, Mythological Tales,  etc. 

Use the following stories based on CST theme introducing: 

x Horton Hears a Who -  Community; Rights of the Poor; Solidarity 
x Lorax – Environment 
x Butter Battle Book – Just War Theory 
x Sneetches – Community; Diversity; Imago Dei; Solidarity 
x Yertle the Turtle – Leadership; Power; Authority; Rights of workers 
x Horton Hatches the Egg – Right to Life; Solidarity 

Step 1:  Gather students around teacher, let them sit on the floor in a comfortable position.  (Note:  I have a rocking 
chair I sit in when I read the story) 

Step 2: Calm the students and help them to center themselves, quiet down and get ready to listen. 

Step 3: Attentively, deliberately and clearly read the story chosen for the CST Theme being introduced. 

Step 4: End with a short reflection summarizing key points on the board for consideration, key questions, and 
insights gained from the story. 

Why it is effective:  

Simple and mindful, non-threading way to introduce a complicated topic. Low stress and fun yet very thoughtful. 

Attachment (if appropriate):  


