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Teaching Tactics 
Describe a successful assignment, exercise, or teaching tactic 

that could be replicated by other instructors. 
 
 
 
TITLE:  Worldviews from Art: Transformative Learning 
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The context: Transformative learning is difficult to achieve after assimilative learning which fits nicely with the 
student’s preexisting knowledge.  Although students may not come to class with much experience directly related to 
the course, there are preconceived notations about subjects which may hinder paradigm shifts to perspective 
transformation.   

The pedagogical purpose: The purpose of this tactic is to create perspective transformation, becoming aware of 
how and why assumptions can hinder the way a person perceives, understands, and feel about the world.  
Changing student’s worldviews make it possible for them to become more inclusive, discriminating, and allows 
synthesizing of student’s perspectives, so that the student can make different choices with those new 
understandings.   

Description of the strategy: The students will be presented with two contrasting works of art depicting the same 
focal points from different time periods, cultures, or perspectives.  The student will examine the contrasting art and 
be triggered by the differences of the two pieces, creating brief disorientation of the same subject being presented 
in very different ways.  There will be some aspects of each painting that the student will feel comfortable fitting into 
their own world views, while others may be disturbing.  The teacher asks students to identify those they feel 
comfortable with, and those which they feel uncomfortable with along with an explanation as to what the reasoning 
for those reactions may be.  The teacher should be familiar with the students’ basic worldviews, prepared to 
respond to the reasoning for the differences, and debriefing with students may need to occur during the exercise 
with rationale (or irrationality) of why the artist has chosen to use the images in which they have for their painting.  
The teacher may even set the student up for failure.  In the case of a predominately privileged school the student 
may initially be drawn to the image which is more relatable to them, only to discover that parts of their reality 
connect more with the other culture’s depiction of the story, creating a disorienting dilemma for the student.   

Why it is effective:  During this exercise it is expected that students will naturally want to fall back on their 
practiced successful learning patterns.  When those prove to be unsuccessful, student will turn to new means to 
achieve success.  The process of transformative learning can be uncomfortable and heighten the student’s level of 
anxiety, which creates a habitat conducive to learning.  Due to this increased anxiety within the classroom, it is 
important to create a learning environment which rewards intellectual openness and is encouraging to openly 
navigate through the dilemma presented.   
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Samaritan Woman at the Well with Christ, Zambia  
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Samaritan Woman at the Well with Christ, George Richmond 1828, England 


